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TrIUMPH IN THe TrOPICS: 
SellINg qUeeNSlaNd
See excerpts from the fascinating display 
curated by Peter Spearritt and Marion Stell 
from UQ’s Centre for the Government of 
Queensland.
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Cover: ‘Papaw Girl’, an example of a 
‘wholesome’ image of women used to 
promote Queensland. Photographic 
image from promotional tourist booklet 
Queensland: the tropical wonderland, 
Nucolorvue Productions, Mentone, 
Victoria, 1950
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qUeeNSlaNd  
PlaCeS
Peter Spearritt, Marion Stell and John 
Young discover some rich and unexpected 
history when working on a public website 
about Queensland’s towns and cities.
aUSTralIa’S  
SHadOW SIde
Mark Cryle sheds light on a sensational 
exposé of the activities of the Queensland 
Native Police published more than one 
hundred years ago.
early  
qUeeNSlaNd IMageS  
Enjoy photographs from the Fryer 
collections of early Queensland settlement.
MOrNINgTON  
SNaPSHOT
Cameo Dalley reveals how finding a series 
of photographs taken at Mornington Island 
in 1936 led to their return to the community 
in 2008.
early qUeeNSlaNd  
PUBlIC POeTS
Chris Tiffin explores the public rhetoric in 
Fryer’s collection of early Queensland verse 
with its national and social aspiration and 
strong sense of occasion.
NiNEtEENth-CENtuRy poEtRy 
oftEN pREsENtED NatioNal 
aND soCial aspiRatioN aND a 
stRoNg sENsE of oCCasioN.  
ChRis tiffiN ExploREs thE 
puBliC RhEtoRiC iN fRyER’s 
CollECtioN of EaRly 
QuEENslaND vERsE.
31
OBITUarIeS: JaNI HaeNKe 
aNd BarBara STellMaCH
We farewell two very strong supporters of 
the Fryer Library.
22
elIZaBeTH  
BreNTNall
John McCulloch tells the tale of one of 
Brisbane’s early female activists and 
inaugural president of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union.
Apart from ‘Waltzing Matilda’,
1 probably the 
best-known early Queensland poems are Mary 
Hannay Foott’s ‘Where the pelican builds her 
nest’ and George Essex Evans’s ‘The women of the 
west’.  Both speak of exploration and dangerous rural 
expansion involving loss and disappointment. Both at 
least hint at the woman’s role in the establishment of 
pastoral and agricultural industries. But while Foott’s 
poem stops at the plangent sense of frustrated love 
and personal loss occasioned by the disappearance 
and presumed death of the explorers, Evans’s poem 
concludes as a memorial to the previously unsung 
heroism of pioneer women who accompanied their 
men out west at the cost of their comfort, society, 
beauty and health. 
For them no trumpet sounds the call, no poet 
plies his arts–
They only hear the beating of their gallant, 
loving hearts.
But they have sung with silent lives the song all 
songs above–
The holiness of sacrifice, the dignity of love.2 
This tendency to step onto the platform—to write the 
grand ceremonial poem—is surprisingly widespread 
in early Queensland poetry. While there is no short-
age of religious or sentimental lyrics deriving from late 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century Romanti-
cism, there is also extensive profession of municipal, 
colonial and national aspiration couched in biblical, 
classical or heraldic symbolism. The poetry belongs 
to the same genre as the national anthem, ‘Advance 
Australia fair’, which was composed in Sydney in the 
1870s by Peter Dodds McCormick, a Scotsman who 
had emigrated in 1855. The full version of that anthem 
contains the themes that echo through early Queens-
land poetry in attesting an immense exploitable 
natural resource, the might and courage of British 
naval power, a dedication to work for the international 
standing of Australia, welcome to future (British) 
settlers, and determination to show ‘British’ courage 
in defending Australia. Not all of these themes are 
evident in the one (or occasionally two) verses that 
are used for public events today, so it is instructive 
to revisit the whole poem. English cricket supporters 
might well taunt, ‘God save YOUR gracious Queen’, 
when the song adopted for the Australian national 
anthem contains the lines: ‘Her sons in fair Australia’s 
land / Still keep a British soul’.3 
 
25
WHaT’S NeW IN Fryer/ 
FrIeNdS OF Fryer
Read all about the many festive occasions 
enjoyed by the Friends, as well as Fryer’s 
new acquisitions, conferences, website, 
and upcoming events.
Early 
Queensland 
Public 
Poets
Above: George Essex Evans contemplates the future of a federated Australia. 
Fryer Library. George Essex Evans. Papers. UQFL13, Box 4, Photograph 1
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Nineteenth-century 
Queensland poetry throws 
light on the most puz-
zling line in our national 
anthem: ‘Our home is 
girt by sea’. The problem 
is not, as the wags have 
suggested, ‘Who is Gert?’, 
but rather what the line is 
doing there in a catalogue 
of the natural attributes of 
the country. The previous 
line referred to ‘golden soil 
and wealth for toil’; does 
this one refer perhaps to 
a future fishing industry? 
The answer can be found 
in the celebratory references to Britain as the island 
fortress which had defied invasion since William the 
Conqueror. Britain is addressed as ‘Steeled in thine 
ocean fortress, / Walled by the surging seas’4 or pro-
tected by ‘The fortress waves that gird the Sea-King’s 
home’.5 It is not a large step from associating that de-
fensive insularity with Australia’s, and seeing Australia 
as the new Britain in the South Seas, as the illustra-
tion shows. So, ‘Advance Australia fair’s’ ‘girt by sea’ 
is actually a reminder of Australia’s connections to 
Britain, both its divinely-provided sea defences, and 
its continuing dependence on Britain’s naval power.
What is accepted as the 
earliest ‘Queensland’ 
poem is another public 
effusion. Charles Frederick 
Chubb’s ‘An ode: to Sir 
George Bowen, Knight on 
his arrival in Queensland 
1858’6 was written by an 
Englishman who had emi-
grated to Ipswich where 
he practised as a solici-
tor. He was an important 
figure in local business and 
municipal affairs, serving 
as alderman in 1863-64 
and 1873-75 and as mayor 
in 1877. He helped form 
the Ipswich Agricultural Show Society, served as a 
churchwarden at St Paul’s Anglican church, and was 
on the committee of the School of Arts.7 While there 
are a range of poems in Chubb’s oeuvre, his main-
stay seems to have been writing Prologues for plays, 
pageants and public events in his home town. The 
visit of Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, in February 
1868, occasioned a welcome full of gravitas, sense of 
occasion and patriotism:
’Tis left to thee to tell in Britain’s isle
The glorious realm she has beyond the sea
What faithful hearts shout praises to her name;
What untill’d fields await her people’s strength
To gild with golden ear and blossom as her 
rose.
[ . . . ]
O Noble Prince, whose advent to these shores
Marks a bright epoch in Australia’s history,
We, but a handful of thy mother’s subjects,
Here give thee welcome.8 
Which, strained as the verse may be, was a decidedly 
better welcome than the Prince received in Sydney 
where an Irishman, Henry James O’Farrell, tried to 
assassinate him during a picnic at Clontarf. Shot in 
the back from very close range, the Prince was saved 
only by the ‘brass-and-india-rubber crossovers of his 
fireman’s braces’.9 
 
Chubb’s ‘Ode to Sir George Bowen’ has five stanzas. 
The first one describes the land as pregnant with 
untapped wealth:
                                    these shores
Where nature wild her untold stores
Of wealth has buried; where teeming mines,
With sparkling gems, yet hidden from the gaze
Of man’s quick searching vision, dwell in vain;
Where glorious sunshine darts alone her rays
On fallow ground unbless’d with yellow grain.10
 
The final image of the sun’s rays being inadequate 
because they do not yet encounter a comparable 
gold of wheat shows the ingenuity with which the 
heraldic material could be reworked. The remaining 
stanzas attest to Bowen’s advance reputation as a 
good governor, and hope for wisdom and justice in 
his rule, but not before some waspish mentions of the 
previous misadministration of the colony from Sydney. 
The colony has been ‘pent up unkindly by . . . dubi-
ous nurses from an uncouth school’ but with Bowen’s 
arrival the ‘tyranny shall cease’.
 
Mary Hannay Foott was not as keen as Chubb on 
these public poems, but she tried her hand at a 
couple, the most occasional of which was a con-
gratulatory poem from Queensland to New South 
Wales on the latter’s centenary, 26 January 1888. The 
themes of the poem are NSW’s demographic and 
agricultural expansion, the slave-free and democratic 
history of its colonial labour, and the development of 
education and medicine symbolised in its university 
and hospitals. Much of the later rhetoric of the British 
Commonwealth (as opposed to the Empire) when 
Britain was recast as ‘oldest among equals’ among 
the former colonies, is anticipated in the final Swin-
burnian stanza:
Joy be with thee, O our Sister! We thy kin are 
glad with thee
For the greatness of thy Present–for the glory 
that shall be
When the Noblest of the Nations–SHE we all 
alike hold dear–
Calls thee not alone her DAUGHTER, but for 
evermore her PEER.11 
Foott also had grand visions for Australia which was 
to acquire her regalia of empire and become a gener-
ous alms mistress for the ‘outcast starvelings’ of the 
Old World. Again Foott takes satisfaction in the fact 
that white Australia has been slave-free, but a point of 
extraordinary sensitivity emerges on another aspect 
of the labour force: 
If there be ever so base a foe
As to speak of a time-cleansed stain–
To say, ‘She was cradled long ago,
‘Mid clank of the convict’s chain;’
Ask–as the taunt in his teeth is hurled–
‘What lineage sprang SHE from
Who was Empress, once of the Pagan World
And the Queen of Christendom?’12
 
Celebratory poetry is not perhaps a place where one 
might expect to find dispassionate historical analysis, 
but the breathtaking non sequitur of these stanzas 
still surprises. Foott doesn’t deny the convict herit-
age, but declares that only the lowest of Australia’s 
enemies would ever mention it since it has now been 
‘cleansed’ by time. Should a base enemy (an Eng-
lish cricket supporter, perhaps?) utter the slur, the 
suggested counterattack is to demand the genesis 
of Rome which, having dominated the pagan world, 
went on to become the seat of Christendom at 
least until the Reformation. The genesis referred to, 
of course, is the myth of Romulus and Remus, the 
founders of Rome being suckled by a she-wolf. The 
effectiveness of this retort would lie in its unexpected-
ness. The base taunter would be so bemused trying 
to comprehend what on earth Rome had to do with 
Australia that he might forget about the convicts alto-
gether. Clearly, there are some things that celebratory 
poems do less well than others.
 
Early Queensland’s most prolific writer of public 
verses was George Essex Evans, farmer, journal-
ist, government publicist and Toowoomba-region 
Registrar of births, deaths and marriages. Evans 
had arrived in Australia from England in 1881 and 
within a couple of years was publishing poems about 
‘Greater Britain’, Charles Dilke’s term for what would 
eventually become the British Commonwealth. Evans 
celebrated many levels of Anglo-Saxon union and 
governance with poems on Toowoomba, The Uni-
versity of Queensland, federated Australia, London, 
and the British Empire. In 1901, he won a £50 prize 
for an ode celebrating newly federated Australia. He 
believed that another of his patriotic poems, ‘A federal 
song’ had earlier played a role in the campaign for 
Federation, and Alfred Deakin apparently agreed, for 
on Evans’s death he eulogised him as a ‘national poet 
whose patriotic songs stirred her people profoundly in 
the arduous campaign for union.’13 Essex Evans was 
very clever at deploying the iconography of patriot-
ism. In ‘A federal song’ he asks, ‘Can we break the 
land asunder God hath girdled with the sea?’14 With 
its faint echo of the marriage ceremony’s ‘what God 
hath joined together let no man put asunder’ the line 
annexes Australia’s insular geography as an indication 
that Federation is part of the divine plan. By making 
the place an island, God showed he wants the colo-
nies to federate into one nation. As with Mary Hannay 
Foott’s reference to the ‘convict stain’ it is hard to 
argue against logic like that.
 
Evans’s ‘Queensland University ode’ was written 
in 1906 soon after the decision was taken to found 
References
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the University, so his poem is less about an actual 
institution with its staff and students than about the 
idea of a university and its influence in the community. 
In a society whose besetting sin is an isolationist and 
feckless complacency, Evans sees the role of the Uni-
versity as inculcating an extensive set of civic virtues.
What makes a Nation? Not its millions vast,
But the stern mould in which its sons are cast;
Not idle boastings of a strength untried;
Not license crowned and liberty denied;
But reverence, knowledge, minds that will not 
swerve,
The brains to rule, but first the hearts to serve;
A people courteous, disciplined, discreet,
Temperate in victory, patient in defeat.15 
 
There was certainly more politico-visionary poetry of 
this sort written in the early days of Queensland than 
there is now. Tastes inevitably change, of course, but 
there are probably some specific reasons for its per-
vasiveness in earlier days. In the first place, verse and 
oral recitation played a much more prominent part in 
entertainment than they do now, and people’s toler-
ance for a highly ornate and formal style of speech 
was much greater. But a more important reason was 
that there was a profound sense in the young colony 
of being raw and lacking taste and ideas. Patriotic 
poetry was an attempt both to practise a form of 
civilised behaviour and to explore ideas of civics 
and national planning. When Essex Evans deplored 
the colony’s being ‘careless of Nature’s dower, / 
And living solely for the passing hour’,16 and hoped 
for an improvement through the clear ideas, up-to-
date information, and mental strength that the new 
University would foster, he was articulating goals that 
are hardly out-dated, even if the appropriate forms of 
rhetoric seem so different today.
CHRIS TIFFIN is an Honorary Research Consultant 
in the UQ School of English, Media Studies and Art 
History, and a long-time Friend of Fryer.
Above: Despite 
Frederick Chubb’s 
unassuming title, 
Fugitive Pieces, the 
Australian crest on 
the cover of his book 
suggests the public 
nature of his verse
Above: Federated 
Australia as a reborn 
Britain. From Black 
& White, 23 February 
1901, p. 247
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Today most people get their place information from websites, printed travel guides or in-car navigation systems. The quality of the infor-
mation is varied and a great deal of it is ‘now-ist’, 
especially the up-to-date tone of travel sites and the 
promotional orientation of local government sites. 
Travellers in the nineteenth century regularly had 
recourse to gazetteers, which listed place names and 
sometimes gave an account of the place. Guide-book 
companies flourished, publishing guides to many 
countries and responding to new commercial and 
travel opportunities. The discovery of gold in Australia 
saw a succession of guide books following the finds, 
from Victoria and New South Wales to Queensland 
and Western Australia.
The physical appearance of settlements first became 
widely disseminated via illustrated newspapers, but 
the photographic postcard soon became the single 
most common means of depicting a place. By the 
l890s postcard manufacturers in Britain and Germany 
were churning out hundreds of images of Australian 
places, and in the early twentieth century home- 
grown firms, including Rose Series in Melbourne 
and Murray Views in Gympie, joined the fray. Murray 
Views emerged out of a photographic studio founded 
in 1908. The studio soon found itself depicting places 
not only in Queensland but throughout Australia. 
queenslandplaces.com.au draws heavily on post-
cards, particularly from Murray Views.
Colonial officials started formally counting the popula-
tion of Queensland places at the 1861 census. In the 
nineteenth century many settlements experienced 
rapid population rises, particularly those based on 
gold. Gympie’s population doubled in the 1870s in 
the space of just ten years. Cooktown, serving as the 
port for the Palmer River Gold Rush, saw its popula-
tion quadruple.
Aboriginal missions, set up by the Anglican, Catholic, 
Presbyterian, or Lutheran churches, also experi-
enced rapid population growth, as pastoralists forced 
Indigenous people off their traditional lands. Many 
Indigenous people were forced to move to island 
settlements, allegedly for their own protection, but 
also because of a sense of ‘out of sight, out of mind’. 
Stradbroke Island from the l890s and Palm Island 
from 1918 saw people from many different regions 
and tribal groups forming new and often fraught 
settlements, overseen by government-appointed 
‘Protectors of Aboriginals’, whose remit extended as 
far as Thursday Island and other islands in the Torres 
Strait. The Protectors could approve the employ-
ment, removal and relocation of Indigenous people, 
overseeing, in conjunction with church groups, the 
administration and development of mission stations, 
from Cape York to Barambah, renamed Cherbourg in 
l932. In the l920s Queensland Railways listed some 
mission settlements, including Yarrabah south of 
Cairns and Palm Island, on their standard tourism 
itineraries.
Many settlements owed their origins to the spread 
of pastoralism, and their fortunes reflected the 
growth in sheep and cattle numbers, and in times of 
drought, the sharp decline. The rapidly developing 
railway system took rural produce to major ports, and 
provided a conduit for manufactured goods—from 
farm equipment to furniture—to service the growing 
population. In the l880s and l890s some towns—such 
as Barcaldine, Hughenden and Clermont—were sites 
of political confrontation.
Sugar towns developed rapidly from the early l900s 
and mills soon followed. All these towns were on riv-
erine sites from Nambour and Bundaberg in the south 
to Innisfail and Ingham in the north. Sugar became a 
competitive business so some mills flourished while 
others languished. Indentured labourers from the 
South Sea Islands and later Italians worked the cane 
fields. German settlers gave names to places like 
Bahrs Scrub and Steiglitz, but many were changed in 
World War I: Tuetoburgh became Witta and German 
Gardens became Belgian Gardens. Chinese miners 
and gardeners left their mark on the landscape but 
not the names in places like Cooktown, Palmer River 
and Innisfail.
In the l950s Port Douglas appeared to have had 
its day, its decline much remarked upon. The rapid 
growth in air travel and demand from southerners 
wishing to escape their winter gave Port Douglas 
a new lease of life from the l980s, just as a sharp 
increase in Japanese tourism saw Cairns turn from a 
regional town with a trickle of tourists to a destination 
on the international resort circuit. But as with agricul-
ture, tourism can be remarkably fickle, so Cairns now 
has to cope with a fall in international tourists and the 
need to find new markets.
Queensland’s large cities have had a less simple 
trajectory than country towns and major regional 
centres, not least because their economies are more 
complex, even though their growth can be heavily 
dependent on government funding, from schools 
and hospitals to a veritable army of public servants 
to administer or regulate many aspects of life. As 
these cities grew, first out along railway and tramway 
routes, and later along road and then freeway routes, 
suburbs sprang up in every direction to house the 
growing population. Some of these suburbs had their 
origins in small rural settlements subsumed by urban 
growth, while particularly since World War II, more 
iN aN uRBaNisED soCiEty Most 
of us livE iN CitiEs, suBuRBs, 
towNs aND villagEs. all 
havE a RiCh aND soMEtiMEs 
uNExpECtED histoRy. ovER 
thE last sEvEN yEaRs a 
gRoup has BEEN woRkiNg oN 
a puBliC wEBsitE to ExploRE 
QuEENslaND’s plaCEs. pEtER 
spEaRRitt, MaRioN stEll aND 
johN youNg ExplaiN.
The why and wherefore of 
queenslandplaces.com.au
Top: 
Bundaberg, 
c1930s. Postcard by 
Murray Studios Pty Ltd
 Below: Mount Coot-Tha, c1956. 
Postcard Folder by Murray Views Pty Ltd 
(private collection)
  
Screen capture, 
queenslandplaces.
com.au 
‘Port Douglas’
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CaMEo DallEy REvEals 
how fiNDiNg a sERiEs of 
photogRaphs takEN at 
thE MoRNiNgtoN islaND 
MissioN iN 1936 iNstigatED 
a MajoR pRojECt whiCh 
CulMiNatED iN thEiR REtuRN 
to thE MoRNiNgtoN islaND 
CoMMuNity iN 2008.
In early 2006 I enrolled in a PhD with UQ’s Aborigi-nal Environments Research Centre. In returning to UQ I applied for and was successful in gaining a 
scholarship as part of an Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Discovery Project in the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
Queensland. As the anthropology PhD student 
involved with the project, I was interested in undertak-
ing a contemporary study of social relations between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in the main 
township of Gununa on Mornington Island. 
Mornington  
  
 Snapshot
Above: NFN showing camera to boys [Nelson’s caption]
Fryer Library. Norman F Nelson. Record of visit to mission stations. 
UQFL57, photograph 265
I
and more suburbs have been green-acre subdivisions 
started from scratch, especially on the Gold and Sun-
shine Coasts where southern retirees fuelled growth 
from the 1960s. But even here such landscapes may 
have a record of prior Indigenous occupation and 
pathways, and often agricultural use as well.
Undertaking the research for queenslandplaces.
com.au has taken us from colonial and Com-
monwealth censuses to the rich resources of the 
State Library of Queensland, the Queensland State 
Archives and the Fryer Library at UQ. Because of the 
enormous amount of movement between colonies 
and then states, other libraries also have vital holdings 
of Queensland material, including the Mitchell Library, 
the National Library in Canberra, and the State Library 
of Victoria. We have received great assistance from all 
these libraries, as well as local studies libraries from 
Southport, Nambour and Ipswich, to as far afield as 
Cooktown, Roma, Longreach and Mount Isa.
To illustrate our entries we have called on both 
private and public collections of black and white 
photographs and coloured slides. In 2009 we were 
delighted at the response to our call for slides taken 
between the mid 1950s and the mid 1980s, a period 
not yet well represented in public collections. We have 
also been able to draw on the rich history of postcard 
publishing in Australia, and are particularly grateful 
to Murray Views in Gympie, Queensland’s longest 
running and most important postcard publisher, for 
permission to reproduce from their extraordinary ar-
ray of material.
queenslandplaces.com.au has over 1100 entries. 
It can be searched by place name or keyword, from 
agricultural products and people’s names to events 
and themes in Queensland history. The site will be 
updated at each new census, and errors, notifiable 
via a feedback option to the editors, corrected.
As a website queenslandplaces.com.au is the first 
of four to be hosted by the Centre for the Government 
of Queensland at UQ, supported by a grant from the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet in Queensland. 
Its content is most closely aligned to the forthcom-
ing Queensland Historical Atlas site, which traverses 
many of the grand themes in Queensland history, 
and can be used to situate particular places in their 
wider landscape. The other two sites to be launched 
in 2010, Queensland’s Past Online and Queensland 
Speaks, provide avenues into the rich documentary 
history of the state and the oral history of Queensland.
PETER SPEARRITT, MARION STELL and JOHN 
YOUNG are the editors of queenslandplaces.
com.au and are attached to the Centre for the 
Government of Queensland at UQ.
References
Jim Davidson and Peter Spearritt, Holiday business: tourism in Australia 
since 1870, Melbourne University Press, Carlton, 2000.
Val Donovan, The reality of a dark history, Arts Queensland, Brisbane, 2002.
 
Top: Mobile banking: moving the Commonwealth Savings Bank, Barcaldine, 
1961 (photograph by Gladys Hartland) 
Above: Fumigating Parliament House Brisbane, 1979 (photograph by Ruth Read)
Below: Flensing deck, Tangalooma Whaling Station, 1960—the station 
opened in 1952 and closed in 1962 (photograph by Richard Hopkins)
A
ll 
im
ag
es
 c
ou
rt
es
y 
of
 th
e 
C
en
tr
e 
fo
r 
th
e 
G
ov
er
nm
en
t o
f Q
ue
en
sl
an
d 
an
d 
ar
e 
fr
om
 p
riv
at
e 
co
lle
ct
io
ns
UQ LIBRARY10 FRYER FOLIOS | DECEMBER 2009 11
Before com-
mencing fieldwork, 
I trawled through historical 
records and photographs of Mornington 
Island, which from 1914 until 1978 had been a Pres-
byterian Mission Station.
The photographs which particularly caught my atten-
tion were the 240 original prints taken by Norman F 
Nelson in 1936 that were largely of young Aboriginal 
children in and around the Mornington Island Mission.1 
Employed by the Presbyterian Church of Queensland, 
Nelson had been sent to visit and evaluate the four 
mission stations in north Queensland. Nelson’s collec-
tion, now held at the Fryer Library, includes a further 
770 photographs from Aurukun, Mapoon and Weipa. 
 
As in many other parts of Australia, the Mornington Is-
land Mission was established to house Aboriginal chil-
dren and children of mixed descent who were either 
forcibly or coercively removed from their parents and 
placed into the care of missionaries.2 Children, and 
sometimes parents, were collected from as far away 
as Normanton and Burketown on the mainland and 
placed into dormitory-style accommodation within an 
enclosed mission compound.3 Many Aboriginal chil-
dren were also brought into the mission from Morn-
ington and surrounding islands.4 The children worked 
long days in the mission gardens, growing produce 
to supplement the meagre rations provided by the 
Queensland Government and Presbyterian Church.5
The removal of Aboriginal and mixed descent children 
began in 1914 when the Mornington Island Mission 
was established by Robert Hall, and reached its peak 
whilst Reverend Robert Wilson was Mission Superin-
tendent from 1918 until the escalation of World War II 
in 1942.6 Wilson was known for his highly institution-
alised approach to the running of the Mission, with a 
strict daily timetable and rules governing behaviour 
within the mission compound.7 Failure to comply with 
Wilson’s rules was punished by flogging, often with a 
metal baton or tyre tube.8
My exposure to the photographs coincided with my 
first visit to Mornington Island in September 2006 to 
attend the Gulf Biennial Festival, the coming together 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance groups 
from the Gulf of Carpentaria and beyond. While plan-
ning for the trip I decided to take along print-outs of 
the photographs to show to people in the community. 
Fortuitously, the collection had been digitised in 2004 
by Carl Warner as part of the Indigenous Knowledge 
Management Project, a collaborative project between 
the Fryer Library, UQ’s Department of Information 
Technology and Electrical Engineering, and the 
Smithsonian Institute. This enabled me to print out 
copies of the photographs easily.
The response was immense. The main settle-
ment on Mornington, Gununa, is home to about 
1200 people, most of whom are Lardil, Yangkaal 
and Kaiadilt Aboriginal people. Within a few days of 
arriving on Mornington, people were approaching me 
asking to see the photographs. Of particular interest 
were the portraits of children taken in front of a white 
background, such as the example above left. I soon 
learnt that some of the subjects of the portraits were 
still alive and living on Mornington. The portraits were 
a vivid reminder for the children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren of those who had passed away. 
For many, it was the first time they had seen a photo-
graph of their ancestors as children.
My interest in the photographs was such that I ap-
plied for, and was successful in receiving, a grant 
from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) in Canberra to under-
take an oral history recording project with portrait 
subjects and other senior members of the commu-
nity. I moved to Mornington for the duration of 2007. 
Mornington Island is extremely remote and I found 
my time there challenging but extremely rewarding. 
My initial friendships were with older people, some of 
whom were featured in the photographs, but gradu-
ally I got to know their families and eventually many 
people in the broader community. I spent much of my 
time working with the Wellesley Islands Aboriginal-
Rangers visiting remote parts of the Wellesley Islands 
and enjoying the stunning scenery.
In late 2007 I travelled to the AIATSIS library in 
Canberra to examine its archive. In particular, I was 
interested in viewing Reverend Robert Wilson’s 
diaries from his time on Mornington. Each day Wilson 
made an entry outlining the tasks achieved within the 
Mission, together with any additional information such 
as births, visitors to the Island, and the whereabouts 
of children. For example,
Above: Fanny and 
Mary [Nelson’s 
caption] Fryer Library. 
Norman F Nelson. 
Record of visit to 
mission stations. 
UQFL57, photograph 
74.
Fanny Lanley (née 
Sandy) later married 
Mary Cameron’s 
older brother, Larry 
Lanley. It is estimated 
that both girls were 
aged seven when this 
photograph was taken 
in 1936.
Inset: Mary Cameron 
in 2006. Mary still lives 
on Mornington Island 
with her extended 
family and remains an 
active member of the 
church and general 
community 
(Author’s image).
Right: Dora and the twins, Hilda and Helen. 27-
6-36 [Nelson’s caption]. Fryer Library, Norman 
F Nelson. Record of visit to mission stations, 
UQFL57, Photograph 278
Below: Watering sweet potatoes [Nelson’s caption]. 
Fryer Library, Norman F Nelson. Record of visit to 
mission stations, UQFL57, Photograph 143
Bottom: Lindsay spearing fish [Nelson’s caption]. 
Fryer Library, Norman F Nelson. Record of visit to 
mission stations, UQFL57, Photograph 226
Above: Boys Midday Siesta [Nelson’s caption]. 
Fryer Library, Norman F Nelson. Record of visit to 
mission stations, UQFL57, Photograph 125.
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Mon 26th April, 1920
I took morning school + spent the rest of 
the morning & the dinner hour at work on 
the boat. The afternoon was spent planting 
more pumpkins + pine, melons on the low 
ground. The boys were hoeing carrying sand 
+ manure.9
The diaries added another layer of information to Nel-
son’s photographs and give a rich account of day-to-
day life on the Mission. I was interested to learn that 
the Mission had produced vegetables, sandalwood, 
dugong oil, bêche-de-mer and smoked fish for export 
to the mainland.10 The success of these enterprises 
was dependent upon Aboriginal knowledge and 
labour. It is ironic that the original justification for the 
opening of the Mission was to prevent the exploitation 
of Aboriginal people by non-Aboriginal opportunists.11
As part of my AIATSIS grant I received funding to 
return a set of photographs to Mornington Island. 
I selected 150 images and, with the help of Laurie 
McNeice at the Fryer Library and Martin Barry at 
Brisbane Digital Images, compiled two small portable 
exhibitions for the community. In September 2008, 
exactly two years after I had first shown people cop-
ies of the photographs, local librarian Joanne Manton 
helped me to put up the exhibition at the Morning-
ton Shire Council Library. A second instalment was 
mounted in 2009. Money from the AIATSIS grant has 
now gone towards providing copies of the photo-
graphs to Mornington Island families.
I still spend time poring over Nelson’s photographs and 
most times I notice something I haven’t seen before. I 
particularly like those that capture something additional 
to the main subject—which has often been staged for 
the purposes of the photograph—such as a pair of 
toddlers playing during a church service (top right). It’s 
photographs like these that remind me of the some-
times unintended outcomes of historic photographs 
and documents and the richness of their ethnographic 
legacy. 
CAMEO DALLEY is a PhD student in the Aboriginal 
Environments Research Centre, UQ. She has worked 
in Aboriginal communities in south-east Queensland, 
Cape York and the Gulf of Carpentaria. Contact her 
at: c.dalley@uq.edu.au or 07 3365 3779.
further information
If you would like to access the Nelson Collection 
please contact the Fryer Library on (07) 3365 6276 
or fryer@library.uq.edu.au. 
Seventy-five of the Nelson photographs are currently 
on display at the Mornington Island Shire Council. 
For information please contact Joanne Manton on 
(07) 4745 7200.  
Reverend Robert Wilson’s diaries are kept at the 
AIATSIS Library in Canberra. Please contact AIATSIS 
Library on (02) 6246 1182 or library@aiatsis.gov.au.
Above: Church service 
21.6.36. 230 persons 
present [Nelson’s 
caption] Fryer Library. 
Norman F Nelson. 
Record of visit to mission 
stations. UQFL57, 
photograph 282
Left: Trisia Evans, 
Louisa Roughsey (née 
Wilson) and Stella 
Medwin (née Wilson) 
viewing the Nelson 
photograph display 
at Mornington Island, 
September 2008 
(Author’s image)
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  TRIUMPH in 
 the TROPICS:        
     Selling       
Queensland
usiNg itEMs sElECtED fRoM thE fRyER liBRaRy, 
pERsoNal CollECtioNs, aND thE statE liBRaRy 
of QuEENslaND, pEtER spEaRRitt aND MaRioN 
stEll fRoM uQ’s CENtRE foR thE govERNMENt 
of QuEENslaND RECENtly CuRatED aN 
ExhiBitioN foR thE uQ aRt MusEuM, aND thEN 
foR uQ liBRaRy. fEatuRED hERE aRE soME 
ExCERpts fRoM this fasCiNatiNg Display.
Above, top: Image of pineapple redesigned by Craig Oddy, UQ, based on a cover of the 1920 state government invitation to welcome 
HRH The Prince of Wales (John Oxley Library); below: Souvenir glassware (private collection) 
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The exhibition
‘Queensland, twice the size of New South Wales 
and eight times the size of Victoria.’ That’s what the 
government tourist bureau bragged on the back of a 
postcard in 1912. Almost 100 years later, Kevin Rudd 
couldn’t resist pointing out to President Bush that 
Queensland was bigger than Texas.
When Captain Arthur Phillip claimed the entire 
continent for the British Crown in 1788, the rights to 
country of the Indigenous occupants were not rec-
ognised. The individual colonies of Australia began a 
fierce competition to attract migrants, and later inves-
tors and tourists. How Queensland sold itself to those 
groups is what the exhibition was about.
How to sell Queensland?
Over time this question has been asked by emigration 
agents, tourist bureaux, governments, premiers, 
airlines, breweries, publishers, authors, artists, mining 
companies, advertising agencies and real-estate 
agents. The graphic response has in turn shaped 
the very nature of Queensland and what it means to 
be called a Queenslander—sometimes unflatteringly. 
It has also shaped the promotional profile of the 
other five states of Australia—states who are all 
active rivals for investment, tourism dollars, and 
prestige. Nowhere is this better demonstrated than 
in Queensland’s domination of Australian beach 
imagery.
Triumph in the tropics
In 1959 the committee overseeing the publication 
of the centennial history of Queensland considered 
a range of book titles to capture the essence of 
this ‘great State of the Future’, eventually picking 
‘Triumph in the Tropics’. This was much favoured 
by the committee chair, Sir Raphael Cilento, tropical 
medicine specialist, barrister and White Australia 
advocate.
Paradise of the willing
Queensland was the last Australian colony and was 
reportedly named by Queen Victoria. Emigration 
agents pushed the new colony to potential emigrants 
from Britain. These emigrants needed to know some 
very basic information about Queensland – where 
was it, how long did it take to get there and what 
was the weather like? An emigration map produced 
in Edinburgh in 1865 answered all these questions—   
17 500 miles away, with an average sailing time of 94 
days, and ‘warm but healthy, resembling Madeira’. 
They arrived at a rate of 300 per week.
The opportunities and potential of the colony lured the 
emigrants. And, after gold was discovered in the new 
colony, the art of luring became easier. In the latter half 
of the 19th century, huge pastoral leases were taken 
up, port towns flourished and substantial settlements 
marked the major mining sites from Gympie to Charters 
Towers and the Palmer River inland from Cooktown.
The goal was to attract a population of 50 million to 
the new colony.1 As well as maps explaining how to 
get there, emigrants were enticed with handbooks 
and pamphlets offering advice. 
Promotion began on the world stage. The 
government exposed Queensland at international 
expositions and exhibitions around the world from 1862. 
The Sunshine State 
The climate and scenery of Queensland became the 
biggest drawcard of all. The Queen State became the 
Sunshine State and the Holiday State. 
But it was the rise of the Gold Coast, known until the 
late 1950s by the less than inspiring and Brisbane-
centric name the ‘Far South Coast’, that came to 
dominate the iconography of Queensland. High rise, 
meter maids, sex, souvenirs and holiday makers 
populated both the imagination and the imagery.
Queensland overtook New South Wales, Victoria and 
Western Australia—all contestants in the battle for the 
beach. Not just Queensland but Australia is marketed 
through Queensland beach imagery.
Formerly dominated by more wholesome images 
(see cover of this issue), sexualised women’s bodies 
became increasingly used to sell Queensland.
Souvenirs of Queensland
Popular and transportable images of Queensland 
are found in kitchens and on clothes lines around the 
world, from functional tea towels (pictured opposite 
page) and frosted drinking glasses to decorative 
plates and vases made for display.
Perfect the next
Queensland hosts three of Australia’s greatest tourism 
brands—the Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast and Great 
Barrier Reef. All have pursued active marketing 
campaigns, including ‘Very GC’ and ‘Queensland: 
Beautiful One Day – Perfect the Next’.
Queensland is heavily dependent on mineral exports 
and holiday making. The momentum of selling 
Queensland must be maintained. The campaigns 
get slicker but the feeling remains—it’s a land of 
opportunity with unlimited scope. 
That is the triumph in the tropics.
Reference
1  The new settler’s handbook for Queensland, 1928, p. 15.
Right: Studio Anna souvenir 
ceramic (private collection) 
and detail of cover of 
The Sunshine route through 
Queensland to Cairns, 1936
Above: Sunny 
Queensland: 
its scenic charms, 
industrial activities, 
and tropical 
grandeur, 
1926
Right: Beautiful 
Queensland: the 
land of variety and 
the holiday-maker’s 
happy hunting 
ground, 1926
Below: Tea towels 
(private collection)
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Clockwise from left: Stoney 
Creek Falls, Cairns Railway, in 
flood, January 1908. Colleen 
Hill. Photograph album of 
Cairns Railway, Barron Falls and 
Kuranda, F3377, Photograph 8
Brisbane, Queen Street, 1893. 
Alcock Collection, UQFL256, 
Image 591
Camel train passing in front 
of Quilpie police station, late 
1890s. Fryer Library Photograph 
Collection, UQFL477, Photograph 
408
Miss Ganthorp, Marian Gore, 
Walter Hume, Fred Gore, Katie 
Hume and her children: Albert, 
Bertie and Ethel, 1877 on the 
veranda of ‘The Hermitage’, 
Toowoomba, Queensland. Hume Family Papers, UQFL10, Image 57
Bow Street, Charters Towers, 1893. Sidney Richardson. Photographs 1884-
1893, UQFL243, Box 1, Photograph 61
Petrie’s Bight, Brisbane River, in 1873. Alcock Collection, UQFL256, Image 571
Sheep shearing, Yandilla [Station], circa 1894. Hume Family Papers, UQFL10, 
Image 612
Carting sugar cane to the mill at Marburg, 1908. Henry William Mobsby. 
Papers.  UQFL181, Album 1, Photograph 10
early qUeeNSlaNd IMageS
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‘Australia’s 
Shadow 
Side’: 
Arthur 
Vogan and 
The Black 
Police
thRough thE aNalysis of 
Book, MaNusCRipt aND 
NEwspapER REsouRCEs iN thE 
fRyER liBRaRy, MaRk CRylE 
shEDs light oN a sENsatioNal 
Exposé of thE aCtivitiEs of 
thE QuEENslaND NativE poliCE 
puBlishED MoRE thaN oNE 
huNDRED yEaRs ago.  
Fryer Library is currently engaged in a project digitising out-of-print books on Queensland history. Significant texts on Queensland’s past, 
especially those published prior to 1930, will soon 
be accessible to any reader with a computer and an 
internet connection through a web resource entitled 
Queensland’s Past Online, due to be launched in 
2010. Among the extensive list of explorers’ jour-
nals, histories, travellers’ accounts, reminiscences, 
promotional literature, and general surveys of life in 
the colony gleaned from Fryer’s shelves, one text will 
seem an incongruity—a novel. It is not part of this 
project’s brief to digitise the fiction, poetry and drama 
of Queensland. However, The black police: a story of 
modern Australia by Arthur Vogan1 demands inclusion 
here as an historical primary source and is a valuable 
read for any researcher studying the history of race 
relations in Queensland in the nineteenth century. 
Who was Vogan? How did he come to write this novel 
and what is its significance to the study of Queens-
land history?
Arthur James Vogan was born in England in 1859 
but migrated with his family to Te Puke in the Bay of 
Plenty region of New Zealand where he grew up.2 He 
trained as a surveyor and also worked as a journalist 
and illustrator with the Auckland Star and the Bay of 
Plenty Times.3 In 1885, at the age of twenty-six, he 
volunteered to join an expedition to New Guinea fund-
ed by the Geographical Society of Australasia. His 
voyage north from Sydney on board the Bonito in July 
1885, with stops in Brisbane, Rockhampton, Bowen, 
Townsville, and Cooktown,4 would appear to have 
been his first venture into Queensland. It was not his 
last. Between 1886 and 1889 he undertook a number 
of trips in his role as correspondent for the Town and 
Country Journal, The Australian Mining Standard and 
the Illustrated London News, for which he produced 
an illustrated series of accounts of outback life, 
entitled ‘A Ride Across Australia’.5 On one notable trip 
made under the auspices of the Geographical Society 
in 1889, Vogan, the ‘well-known explorer and journal-
ist’, as he was referred to by the Brisbane Courier,6 
journeyed from Sydney through Bourke on the Darling 
River north through the Channel country of Queens-
land visiting, among other places, Sandringham Sta-
tion near Boulia. He returned via Adelaide. His travels 
were extensive and amongst his papers held in Fryer, 
is a map of Australia on which he has marked the 
routes he took.7 
Vogan was horrified by the treatment of Indigenous 
Australians that he witnessed on his travels. In par-
ticular, he was outraged by the brutalities perpetrated 
by the Native Police and the ongoing denial of basic 
human rights that he witnessed on the pastoral fron-
tier. He authored an article for the Illustrated London 
News depicting what he called ‘the atrocities commit-
ted upon the aborigines’ which was returned to him 
as ‘unsuitable for our columns’.8 He was determined 
however to ‘ventilate the subject’, and did so by writ-
ing to a number of colonial newspapers, including 
the Brisbane Courier on the matter.9 On a trip back 
to New Zealand in 1890, Vogan accepted an offer 
from the proprietor of the Auckland Star to publish a 
book on the subject at ‘half-profits’. The Star’s editor, 
Thomson Leys, suggested to Vogan that he write it as 
a novel, ‘as being a more popular form, and likely to 
command a larger and more sympathetic audience 
than one on other lines might be’.10 For reasons that 
are now lost the New Zealand project was aban-
doned. Instead, the book was published in 1890 in 
London by Hutchinson with a lurid cover depicting a 
manacled, half-naked black woman being flogged by 
a booted, well-dressed black male. It also included an 
introductory note from Vogan:
In the following story I have endeavoured 
to depict some of the obscurer portions of 
Australia’s shadow side. The scenes and main 
incidents employed are chiefly the result of my 
personal observations and experiences; the 
remainder are from perfectly reliable sources.11 
In Vogan’s ‘novel with a purpose’, as it was 
advertised,12 the hero, Claude Angland, a New 
Zealander, travels to north Queensland via Sydney, 
following the trail of a mysterious encoded letter he re-
ceived from his dying uncle. The plot is flimsy. With a 
series of adventures and highly unlikely coincidences, 
Claude thwarts the nefarious intentions of the squat-
ter, Sir Wilson Giles; the squatter’s villainous niece, 
Lileth Mundella; and her suitor, Inspector Puttis of the 
Native Police. He finds the secret mine his uncle had 
discovered and wins the girl, Glory. There are frequent 
diversions from the main story during which Vogan 
employs a range of narrative devices to give sensa-
tional accounts of the activities of the Native Police 
and of the colonists’ treatment of the Aborigines—
flash-backs; stories told by incidental characters; 
letters written by Claude to his friend in New Zealand; 
and the reproduction of actual newspaper articles, 
some of which Vogan himself had authored.
Vogan based the incidents he recounted on real 
events and at least one of his central characters 
was based on a real person. One scene in the book 
describes the flogging, authorised by Sir Wilson Giles, 
of two Aboriginal servant girls for a minor misde-
meanour.13 Vogan later recalled that in 1889 he ‘saw 
a native girl tied to a verandah post at Sandringham 
Station (Acres & Field) and flogged with fencing wire’.14 
She was, he states elsewhere, ‘one of the squatter’s 
harem at Pitchuri Creek’.15 Curiously, correspondence 
survives between the manager of that property, WG 
Field and the Geographical Society of Australasia in 
which Field defends his own integrity, and complains 
that Vogan was ’biting the hand that fed him’ and that 
Vogan’s behaviour while travelling through the area 
was ‘eccentric’ and ‘objectionable’.16 On page 143 of 
the book the reader is introduced to Giles, one of the 
principal villains, of Murdaro Station [Murder Row?] 
in Queensland. In the margin of one of Fryer’s copies 
of the book, written in Vogan’s hand beside Giles’s 
name are the words, ‘Field of Acres & Field, San-
dringham Station, 500,000 acres, Pitchuri Creek’.
Opposite page:  
Arthur Vogan, 
journalist, explorer 
and Aboriginal rights 
campaigner at age 
twenty-six. Photograph 
reproduced by 
permission of the 
Mitchell Library, State 
Library of New South 
Wales and obtained by 
Luke Keogh
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The black police is a sensational, polemical exposé 
intended, as historian Raymond Evans has noted, ‘to 
arouse a groundswell of scandalised liberal con-
sciences, locally and overseas’.17 From his subse-
quent correspondence it is clear that Vogan valued 
his work less for its literary skill than for its power to 
effect social change. It was, he claimed, the reason 
the Queensland government established the ‘Kara-
bah [sic] reservation’.18 Reviews were divided. One 
New Zealand newspaper claimed that The black 
police ‘stirred the whole of Queensland and opened 
the eyes of the Australian world to the heinous 
crimes by the black and white butchers employed by 
the Queensland Government in the Native Mounted 
Police Force’.19 However, the Brisbane Courier 
reviewed it with feigned indifference, claiming that it 
simply rehashed ‘the old familiar stories’ and noting 
that ‘the general tenor of the book is to heighten the 
bad impression of the Queensland Native Police, 
especially outside of Queensland’. The reviewer’s 
indifference, however, did not prevent him from 
quibbling over the misspelling of ‘Croydon’ and the 
unlikelihood of the Aboriginal woman depicted on 
the cover having long flowing hair.20
While the book may not have had the immediate 
impact on policy makers and governments that 
Vogan had hoped, it did have a significant impact 
on his own career—to its detriment. Vogan claimed 
in subsequent correspondence that he was unable 
to get work as a journalist and had to give up writing 
for a living. ‘I need hardly say I have made number-
less enemies in consequence of the step I deemed 
it only right of me to take’. He was, he claimed, a 
‘marked man’21 who ‘suffered thro’ advocating the 
cause of mercy for the aborigines’.22  One newspa-
per report noted rumours that a ‘price was set’ on 
Vogan’s life.23 
While some of his later correspondence suggests 
that Vogan felt that his was something of a one-
man crusade,24 he was, in fact, part of a tradition 
of writing and advocacy for the amelioration of the 
condition of the Aborigines which was quite strong 
in colonial Australia. In This whispering in our hearts, 
Henry Reynolds gives an account of the lives and 
activities of those who followed their consciences 
and sought to explode the conspiracy of silence 
which surrounded these frontier activities.25 Like 
many of those involved, Vogan appears to have 
become something of a pariah. 
Below:
 ‘Dina’s Flogging’
From The black 
police p. 157. Vogan 
witnessed the flogging 
of an aboriginal 
woman while staying 
at Sandringham 
Station in 1889. He 
incorporated the 
episode into the 
narrative
Opposite page: 
‘Queensland squatters 
dispersing Aborigines’
From The black 
police, frontispiece. 
The illustrations in 
the book, done by 
Vogan himself, were 
designed to shock the 
reader and highlight 
the violent treatment 
of Aborigines on the 
frontier
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Yet Vogan was atypical of those who advocated bet-
ter treatment of the Aborigines. As Reynolds points 
out, the principal advocates were urban-based 
liberals many of whom were clergymen or had very 
strong connections with the church.26 Vogan, on the 
other hand, was very much the outdoors type. An 
adventurer and explorer, he later served as a scout 
in the Boer War where he distinguished himself by 
capturing a leading Boer commander.27 He was, 
by one account, ‘a man fond of thrilling experi-
ences’.28 By his own admission he had ‘shot natives 
who would otherwise have shot him’ and was not a 
‘religious man’.29  
After the publication of The black police, Vogan 
moved to Western Australia where he worked in the 
mining industry. He later returned to Sydney where 
he continued to agitate for Aboriginal rights into 
the twentieth century through his involvement with 
the Association for the Protection of Native Races. 
Vogan died in Manly District Hospital on 27 February 
1948. In a letter written in 1913 he made reference 
to his ‘long-forgotten book’. However, almost a hun-
dred years later it is still being read and continues 
to provide valuable insights into this grisly phase in 
Queensland’s past.
MARK CRYLE is Manager of the Fryer Library but is 
currently working on the Queensland’s Past Online 
project, a Q150 initiative, in conjunction with the 
Centre for the Government of Queensland.
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he colonial government took minimal respon-
sibility for health, welfare and social services 
in nineteenth-century Queensland and relied 
upon the churches and private benefactors to provide 
support for the needy. With leisure time available but 
few opportunities for paid employment, it was often 
middle-class women who were prominent in such 
social activities, especially those for ill or destitute 
women and children. One such benefactor who 
deserves recognition in Queensland’s sesquicentennial 
year is Elizabeth Brentnall.
 
Elizabeth Brentnall was born into a middle-class fam-
ily in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire on 18 September 
1830.1 Her father was in business as a hatter, but 
more importantly, like his father before him he was a 
prominent Wesleyan Methodist lay preacher. Her par-
ents believed in giving their daughter a good secular 
as well as religious education and in 1850 sent her to 
Glasgow to train as a teacher at the Free Church of 
Scotland Normal Seminary. Elizabeth was an average 
student and after graduating in 1852, was appointed 
as a teacher to the Wesleyan infants’ school at Mans-
field Woodgate, a village two miles from the family 
home. She did well and by 1856 was head of the 
girls’ and infants’ sections of the Bacup, Lancashire 
Wesleyan school. In 1864 she became headmistress 
at the new Wesleyan infants’ school in the heavily in-
dustrialised town of Oldbury, near Birmingham, prior to 
her emigration to Australia to marry the Rev Frederick 
Thomas Brentnall, to whom she was already engaged.
 
She arrived in Sydney aboard the Lochiel on 31 Janu-
ary 1866.2 Her marriage to Frederick appears to have 
been a fairly modest event, celebrated on 14 November 
1867 at the Randwick residence of John Dawson by 
Wesleyan Methodist minister, Rev Henry Honey Gaud, 
then president of the Australasian Wesleyan Method-
ist Conference. After parish appointments at Mudgee 
(1868-70) and Windsor (1870-73) in New South Wales 
the Brentnalls settled permanently in Queensland.
 
Elizabeth Brentnall :  
  Early Queensland Philanthropist
johN MCCulloCh tElls thE 
talE of aN EaRly fEMiNist, 
suffRagist, aND paRsoN’s 
wifE, thE iNauguRal pREsiDENt 
of thE woMEN’s ChRistiaN 
tEMpERaNCE uNioN
T
Above: Members of 
the WCTU at their 
refreshment booth at 
the Brisbane Exhibition 
(undated photograph, 
circa 1910). Fryer 
Library. Women’s 
Christian Temperance 
Union of Queensland, 
Records, UQFL438, 
Box 22, Folder 12, 
Photograph 2
Far left: Elizabeth 
Brentnall, circa 1865  
(Author’s image, 
from a photograph 
in the possession of 
Elizabeth Brentnall’s 
descendants)
When Elizabeth Brentnall arrived in Brisbane she was 
forty-two and had been a parson’s supportive wife for 
six years. In the years 1873-81 she continued in that 
capacity, first at the Albert Street circuit, then at Ips-
wich, and finally at Fortitude Valley. Subsequently, as 
the result of a serious throat infection which impaired 
his vigorous preaching, her husband resigned from 
the ministry in 1883. He had already been involved 
in starting a newspaper to support the dissenting 
churches’ position on state education and, on leaving 
the ministry, gravitated towards the Telegraph where 
he worked as a journalist and later as company direc-
tor. He acquired significant interests in banking, mining 
and land, and in 1886 was appointed to the Queens-
land Legislative Council where he remained active until 
its abolition in 1922.
 
Elizabeth Brentnall’s church duties became considera-
bly less demanding after the retirement of her husband 
from active pastoral work. However, ‘less demand-
ing’ should not be construed as meaning she totally 
dropped church affairs or that her commitment to the 
church had in any way diminished. She was already 
vice-president of the Wesleyan Home Mission Society 
Ladies Auxiliary, on which she had served for most of 
the time she had been in Queensland, and would be 
president from 1895 to 1899. Overall, though, it was 
under non-denominational banners that she devoted 
herself to ameliorating the woeful circumstances under 
which various groups of females lived and worked—
factory workers, shop assistants, ex-prisoners, sweat-
ers; plus the friendless, the unemployed, the homeless 
and the ‘fallen’. She became the inaugural president 
of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) 
serving from 1885 to 1899. Although in some ways a 
conservative organisation which promoted ‘traditional’ 
family values and roles for women, the WCTU was 
also a progressive social force. Its anti-alcohol cam-
paign was no narrow ‘wowserism’, but part of a broad 
agenda of ‘home protection’ and the promotion of a 
healthy lifestyle. The Union became a major supporter 
of the campaign for women’s suffrage in Australia, 
believing that power at the ballot box was the only way 
to achieve its goals. It was also an early advocate of 
equal pay for women.3  
 
Possibly because of her early teaching experience in 
England, Brentnall focused much of her philanthropic 
energy on causes related to children. She promoted 
children’s chapters (both girls’ and boys’) within the 
WCTU, as well as endorsing a WCTU Girls’ Club. She also 
founded the Young Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
in Australia which was the junior version of the WCTU.
 
Some of her work was associated with very practical 
institutions. Before Separation, the women’s prison 
was the only public facility in the colony which provid-
ed medical attention for poor women in childbirth. In 
1864 the Queensland Lying-In Hospital was founded 
under the patronage of the Governor’s wife, Lady 
Bowen. The management committee was responsible 
for hiring the matron who, in turn, was responsible for 
the nursing staff and patients. Brentnall served on the 
management committee between 1882 and 1886 
and was one of a number of prominent non-medical 
women who did so. It is important to stress that such 
positions were not empty honorifics. In 1884 alone, 
Elizabeth attended thirty-four meetings of the manage-
ment committee. The modern successor of the Lying-
in Hospital is the Royal Women’s Hospital at Herston.
 
Brentnall and other like-minded women saw a need 
for accommodation for young women without con-
nections seeking employment, especially as the colony 
sought to attract immigrants. In March 1883, Brentnall 
helped set up the Young Women’s Institute and Gov-
ernesses Home which was part boarding-house and 
part employment agency. Situated at Manning Street, 
South Brisbane, the Home offered safe and respect-
able lodgings for the residents as well as assistance in 
finding suitable employment.
 
The Young Women’s Institute had provided assistance 
with employment for those who were already employ-
able, but did not train those without marketable skills. 
This need was addressed in the founding of the Lady 
Musgrave Lodge in June 1885. The Lodge pro-
vided both accommodation, and training and advice 
required for domestic service, to local working women 
and girls between jobs—especially young women 
newly arrived in the colony from overseas. Brentnall 
was one of the founders of this project and continued 
her involvement with it until 1897.
 
Both the Young Women’s Institute and the Lady 
Musgrave Lodge benefited the decent poor (or per-
haps the decent who lacked connections). Brentnall 
and her fellow workers also aimed to do something 
for those women further down the social and moral 
scale, although in this case there was no Governor’s 
wife’s patronage signified in the name of the institution. 
Founded in 1883, the Brisbane Industrial Home had 
as its objectives:
To rescue the erring, by giving shelter, relief, 
and Christian sympathy and counsel to the 
fallen and friendless women resolved to lead a 
new life; to train such as needed it to habits of 
industry, and in due time restore them to their 
friends, or procure them suitable employment, 
and so help them to return to the path of virtue 
and usefulness.4  
Alarmed at the growing number of prostitutes, some 
of the women on the committee of the Industrial Home 
were instrumental in the formation, in 1885, of the 
Social Purity Society. Emphasis was placed on training 
the girls thoroughly in all aspects of domestic work, 
not only to ensure their suitability as future domestic 
servants, but also to provide the home with a source 
of revenue. The laundry service run by the Home 
was its most important source of revenue. From its 
inception, the institution enjoyed a reasonable degree 
of success, and in its first two years of operation 
processed eighty-nine women—many in the thirteen 
to eighteen age-group—and twenty-six children. The 
statistics at the end of 1885 show that, of the forty-five 
women and fourteen infants admitted during the year, 
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two had married, twelve were engaged as domes-
tics, three were ‘restored to friends’, and eleven had 
left voluntarily and ‘it is much feared most of them 
returned to their sinful lives’. Many of these eleven had 
been re-admitted two or three times.5  
 
Most of the societies that Brentnall founded or worked 
for benefited women or children. However, she did 
foster one cause that took her into the world of work-
ing men. In October 1894, the governor’s wife, Lady 
Norman, and Brentnall opened a recreation hall for 
sailors in Elizabeth Street. Brentnall appears to have 
taken a special interest in the Sailors’ Mission and 
she became its president from the mid-1890s until 
1898, and then continued as a committee member.6
 
Apart from this systematic philanthropy, Brentnall and 
her husband responded to ad hoc circumstances and 
situations. They were prominent in flood relief work in 
both the 1890 and 1893 Brisbane floods.7 Although 
they worked together on occasion and were inspired 
by similar, genuinely caring principles, there seems to 
have been a difference in the style of their philanthropic 
work. While there was a fractious and even egotistical 
note to Frederick Brentnall’s philanthropy, Elizabeth’s 
was characterised by calm and sensitive management.
 
Towards the end of the 1890s Elizabeth sat on a needle 
or similar object which pierced her thigh. An apparently 
trivial incident, this unfortunate accident caused an 
infection that gave her constant pain for the remainder 
of her life and for her final years confined her to a wheel-
chair. Although no longer able to move about and 
attend meetings, she remained actively involved with 
various causes through her voluminous correspond-
ence. Elizabeth Brentnall died on 30 April 1909 from 
acute peritonitis and is buried in Bulimba cemetery.
 
The esteem in which Elizabeth was held may be 
gauged by the way she was lauded in the press at the 
time of her death, and by the large retinue at her funer-
al which encompassed a wide spectrum of society—
politicians from both houses of parliament, members 
of the judiciary, a large contingent of clergy, repre-
sentatives of local government, numerous delegates 
from the Brisbane business community, philanthropic 
societies, the Clerk of the Legislative Council, and a 
knight of the realm. As the Rev H Youngman said:
She had qualities of mind and heart superior 
to many, and they had been well cultivated and 
disciplined...She gave herself freely to work in 
the behalf of institutions specially created for 
the protection and well-being of members of 
her own sex...As first President of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, and its Honorary 
President to the last, many of you know the 
sagacity, tireless energy, and unsparing 
devotion with which she gave herself to the 
cause whose symbol is the White Ribbon.
  
JOHN MCCULLOCH, professional historian and 
feminist, and former academic, is currently a PhD 
student in the School of English, Media Studies, 
and Art History at UQ.                            
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Above: 
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WHaT’S NeW IN Fryer lIBrary
2010 fryer library award
Applications are now being invited for the 
2010 Fryer Library Award. The Award aims 
to provide successful applicants with insti-
tutional support and affiliation to the Faculty 
of Arts at The University of Queensland to 
undertake research in Australian literature, 
history and culture utilising the collections of 
the Fryer Library. Applications are particu-
larly invited in the following areas: Indige-
nous studies, history of architecture, art and 
design, theatre, and literary studies. 
The amount of the award is $10,000. Suc-
cessful applicants will be provided with 
support for their project, including desk 
space, computer access, photocopying 
and full Library access. It is anticipated that 
successful applicants will be based at the St 
Lucia campus of The University of Queens-
land for a negotiated period of at least three 
months, up to a maximum of six months.  
The deadline for applications for the 2010 
Fryer Library Award is january 29, 2010.  
Further information (including downloadable 
application forms) can be found at: www.
library.uq.edu.au/fryer/awards.html.
Bibliographical society of 
australia and New Zealand 
Conference:    
‘the limits of the Book’
On 21 and 22 July Fryer Library hosted the 
annual conference of the Bibliographical 
Society of Australia and New Zealand. The 
conference marked the 40th anniversary of 
the Society, which was founded in 1969. It 
was organised by Dr Chris Tiffin, recently 
retired School of English, Media Stud-
ies, and Art History (EMSAH) academic 
and long-standing Friend of Fryer; Dr Toni 
Johnson-Woods of EMSAH; Dr Roger Os-
borne of AustLit; and Associate Professor 
Pat Buckridge from Griffith University. 
The conference theme was ‘the limits of 
the book’ and paper topics ranged from an 
examination of the early printed editions of 
Piers Plowman to a look at current research 
on presenting printed texts in digital mode. 
Other papers explored questions of the on-
tology and practical dissemination of texts, 
issues of authorship, publication history, 
paratext, trans-media texts, and phantom 
books. Fryer Library supported the confer-
ence by mounting an exhibition of books 
and ‘near-books’ that exemplified some of 
the ‘limits of the book’ theme. These ranged 
from bamboo-leaf Pali scrolls to ‘crime dos-
siers’, to a novel-in-a-box by BS Johnson in 
which the unbound sections are intended to 
be read in random order. The exhibition also 
contained examples of fine press editions 
from Ampersand Duck Press, artist’s books 
by Victoria Bladen (pictured top left), and a 
nine-chapter novella by Koji Suzuki (who is 
known as Japan’s answer to Stephen King) 
printed on a roll of toilet paper (pictured 
bottom left). The story is repeated several 
times on the roll—each rendition takes 
86 centimetres of paper. It is planned to 
mount a version of this display on the Fryer 
homepage early in 2010.
uQ Centenary
In 2010, UQ turns 100! Under The University 
of Queensland Act 1909, the University was 
deemed to be constituted from the date 
of publication of the membership of the 
Senate. On 16 April 1910 the names of the 
members of the first Senate were published 
in the Queensland Government Gazette and 
the work of creating the University com-
menced. 2010 will see The University of 
Queensland marking its centenary with a 
series of events throughout the year.
Friday, 16 April 2010 will be the date for the 
annual 50+ lunch for all UQ graduates who 
completed their UQ degree 50 years ago or 
more. UQ’s 100th birthday will be officially 
celebrated on Sunday, 18 April, 2010 with 
UQ Centenary Celebration Day at the St 
Lucia campus, featuring live music, food 
stalls, competitions, art exhibitions, health 
and wellbeing activities, global change talks, 
innovation and discovery events, nature 
walks, and kids’ activities. The day will end 
with a Dusk Spectacular, a music and light 
extravaganza set on the sandstone façade.
On UQ Centenary Celebration Day, Fryer 
Library will host a display of its treasures, 
Above: University Cricket Club season 
1926-27 photographed by Sidney Riley. 
Fryer Library University Photograph 
Collection, Photograph UQFL466, AM/P/8
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Collections
additions to Manuscript   
Collections
In the last six months, Fryer has received 
significant additions to the papers of Ernes-
tine Hill (UQFL18), Thomas Shapcott      
(UQFL56), the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom (Queens-
land Branch) (UQFL251), and the Queens-
land Conservation Council (UQFL448).  
Its collection of architectural plans continues 
to grow with the addition of records from 
John Dalton, Maurice Hurst, and Stuart 
McIntosh. A significant new collection will 
be formed from the donation of 15 cartons 
of correspondence, poetry drafts and other 
records belonging to the late Val Vallis.
additions to Rare Book holdings
the smallest book in the world
Fryer Library staff 
were delighted by 
the recent donation 
by Dr John Atherton 
of a miniature book, 
described as the 
smallest book in the world (pictured above 
and below). The pages of this tiny book 
measure only 3.5mm x 3.5 mm. It con-
tains ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ in six languages: 
English, German, French, Spanish, Dutch 
and Swedish. (Interestingly, the Gutenberg 
Museum states on its website [www.
gutenberg-museum.de/] that the book 
contains seven languages, dividing English 
into ‘British’ and ‘American’.) The book was 
produced for the Gutenberg Museum in 
Mainz, Germany, probably to help in raising 
funds for the reconstruction of the museum 
in 1962. The Museum also states that the 
book appears to have been made by a 
company specialising in the printing and 
binding of miniature books, Verlagsgesells-
chaft Miniaturbuch. Every page of the book 
was engraved on metal in a typefoundry. 
The book is threadsewn and handbound 
in leather, and its cover is decorated with a 
cross in gold blocking. It is housed in a tiny 
Plexiglass case with an inbuilt magnifying 
glass. It is an extraordinary publication. 
as will the other four campus museums (the 
UQ Art Museum, the Antiquities Museum, 
the Anthropology Museum, and the Phys-
ics Museum). All five campus museums 
will participate in a Vote for Your Favourite 
Treasure competition, with the lucky winner 
receiving a limited edition print by Torres 
Strait Islander artist, Alick Tapoti. A UQ 
Literary Authors Festival will also be held on 
UQ Centenary Celebration Day, focusing on 
the work of writers with a UQ connection, 
many of them with literary archives held by 
Fryer Library.
The UQ Art Museum’s display 100 
Years/100 Treasures: Highlights from the 
University of Queensland Art Collection will 
run from 16 April to 4 July 2010 and will jux-
tapose historic and contemporary artworks 
in an exhibition that highlights the depth of 
collecting by The University of Queensland.  
Ranging from the first artwork gifted to the 
University in 1929—Mary Christison’s Self-
Portrait (c1870)—to contemporary works 
by artists such as Rosella Namok and Xiao 
Xian Liu, the exhibition will draw on old 
favourites and little known gems. It will be 
accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue. 
A special tour will be held for Friends of 
Fryer to view this exhibition.
Following the UQ Art Museum’s example, 
Fryer Library plans to publish a book profil-
ing 100 items from its collections for the 
UQ Centenary. An editorial committee has 
been established and is currently selecting 
items worthy of inclusion. The book will be 
accompanied by an online exhibition and 
will be published in June 2010, in time for 
the Centenary Alumni Reunion Weekend 
(2-4 July).
As part of its preparation for the celebra-
tions of the UQ Centenary, Fryer Library has 
been digitising its collection of historic UQ 
photographs and would like to appeal to all 
graduates of UQ to donate copies of his-
toric photographs they may hold. Fryer will 
digitise these for its collection and return the 
originals. If you have photographs of your 
time at the University that you are willing to 
have copied, please contact Fryer Library 
on 3365 6236 or fryer@library.uq.edu.au. 
Photographs from the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 
and more recent years are particularly 
welcome.
Another interesting book recently received 
in Fryer was donated by Dott Carlo Zincone. 
It is the publication of an address given 
by E Zincone in 1890 to the Philological 
Society in Naples, and is entitled L’Australia 
e  l’emigrazione e l’esportazione italiana 
(Potenza : Stabilmento Tipo- Litografico 
Arc. Pomarici, 1890). The topic is Australia, 
and the author argues for Italian emigration 
and exportation to Australia, beginning his 
speech with the stirring words, ‘To speak 
of Australia, gentlemen, is to give voice to a 
hymn to civilisation’. The pamphlet, giving 
an insight into early immigration to Australia, 
does not appear to be held in any other 
Australian library.
Finally, Fryer has recently purchased a copy 
of the Geography of Queensland, compiled 
by James S Kerr and published in London 
in 1877.  
Crossroads
Crossroads, the interdisciplinary journal for 
the study of history, philosophy, religion and 
classics, is producing a special centenary 
issue in 2010 and is now calling for submis-
sions relating to The University of Queensland. 
All articles must be submitted by 1 February 
2010 and each will be subject to Crossroads’ 
double-blind peer review process. 
Submissions are most welcome on a wide 
variety of topics, including but not limited to:
• the history of UQ
• histories of History/Philosophy/Religion/ 
   Classics and other disciplines at UQ
• Queensland’s landscape/environment
• scientific research at UQ
• Queensland’s artefacts, commodities and  
   iconography
• education and politics in Queensland
• Indigenous perspectives
• military histories
• religious practice in Queensland.
See: www.uq.edu.au/crossroads/      
submissions.html for more details or 
contact: xroadsjournal@gmail.com.
Above: Photo of 1946 University Women’s Hockey Team donated recently by Mrs Dorothy 
Collyer (née Cramb). From left to right: Dorothy Cramb, Joan Fletcher, Laurie Trotter, Pat 
Hatherell, Barbara Peddie, Joyce Perkins, Margaret Hynd, Grace Webster, Jess Sneddon, 
Betty Jenks, Ena Hopper.
website
Fryer Library continues its ‘Treasure of the Month’ initiative to highlight and promote 
significant and interesting items in its collections, with a small display in its Reading Room 
and an accompanying online display on its homepage. Items profiled since the last issue 
of Fryer Folios include Robert Emerson Curtis’s lithographs of the building of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge (example top right), a selection of items from Fryer’s theatre program 
collection (example top left), a poem written by Oodgeroo Noonuccal (pictured in back-
ground) on an airline sick-bag during a plane hijacking in 1974, Thea Astley’s typewriter, 
and the Fryer’s copy of the first edition of Charles Dickens’s Bleak House in its original 
instalments (pictured above, middle). December’s treasure is a collection of items associ-
ated with the celebrations this year for Queensland’s sesquicentenary (see pictures above 
at bottom). All of these items may be viewed on the Fryer homepage at:   
www.library.uq.edu.au/fryer/.
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Friends oF FryerMeMBerSHIP INFOrMaTIONIf you would like to become a Friend 
of Fryer please go to the website at: 
www.library.uq.edu.au/fryer/ 
friendsoffryer/
Click on Become a friend of fryer 
now. Complete the membership  
form and send the form with your  
$40 (individual) or $50 (household)  
payment to the address provided  
on the form.
Alternatively, please contact:  
The Secretary   
Friends of Fryer   
Fryer Library    
The University of Queensland 
Queensland 4072
Email:     
fryerfriends@library.uq.edu.au  
Phone: (07) 3346 9427  
Fax: (07) 3365 6776
FFOFriends of Fryer
recent events
21 july: launch of Cyril 
Hopkins’s Marcus Clarke 
Fryer Library hosted the Brisbane launch of a new book edited by Emeritus Pro-
fessor Laurie Hergenhan with Ken Stewart 
and Michael Wilding. The book was Cyril 
Hopkins’s Marcus Clarke, a biography of 
Marcus Clarke written by Cyril Hopkins 
and rescued by the editors from the vault 
of Mitchell Library, where it had languished 
for many years under the unprepossessing 
title Biographical notice of the life and work 
of Marcus Clarke. A display (pictured above) 
was also mounted.
This humble-sounding work was written 
by Cyril, brother of the poet Gerard Manley 
Hopkins and long-standing friend of Clarke.  
The friends’ paths diverged when Clarke’s 
father suddenly died, leaving his son with 
little money and forced to seek his fortune 
in Australia, while Cyril’s life continued in 
expected fashion as an insurance broker.  
Their correspondence forms the basis for 
this ‘biographical notice’, in which in its 
edited version, ‘Hopkins gives a fascinat-
ing picture of the mercurial immigrant’s ups 
and downs as he moves from banking to 
jackarooing, before emerging as a contro-
versial journalist. Clarke’s career as theatre 
critic, bon viveur, librarian and author of the 
classic novel His Natural Life is vividly and 
movingly captured, along with the bustling 
and variegated character of a colonial city, 
the outback mining towns and the remote 
unexplored bush’ (publisher’s blurb).
After an introduction by Carol Hetherington, 
Content Manager of AustLit, UQL’s ‘legendary 
reference librarian’ Spencer Routh launched 
the book (pictured below left with Laurie).
Laurie Hergenhan then spoke about the 
process of editing the book, as well as 
about Clarke and Hopkins. He referred to 
his early work on the book as a Fryer Fellow, 
while co-editors Ken Stewart and Michael 
Wilding worked in Sydney.
The launch was very well-attended. Guests 
included Friends of Fryer, Laurie’s family 
and friends—including Ken Stewart—and 
attendees of the conference of the Biblio-
graphical Society of Australia and New Zea-
land. Many copies of the book were sold.
29 october: Meet the Authors: 
stephany steggall and Bruce Dawe
Friends of Fryer hosted a morning tea to celebrate the launch of Dr Stephany 
Evans Steggall’s new Ginninderra Press 
biography of Queensland poet Bruce Dawe, 
Bruce Dawe: life cycle (both pictured above).
Dr Steggall completed her PhD at The 
University of Queensland, worked as a 
researcher on the AustLit database, and is 
the author of three previous books: Can I 
call you Colin?: the authorised biography of 
Colin Thiele, the loved and the lost: The life 
of Ivan Southall, and Yours sincerely, Colin 
Thiele.
Bruce Dawe is one of Queensland’s best-
known and best-loved poets. He completed 
his first three volumes of poetry and his first 
degree while in the RAAF from 1959 to 1968.
In 1972 he joined the staff of the University 
of Southern Queensland (USQ) and com-
pleted his master’s and doctoral degrees 
there before being promoted to Associate 
Professor in 1990. He was awarded the 
Order of Australia for his services to litera-
ture in 1992 and was appointed USQ’s first 
Honorary Professor in 1993. Fryer Library 
holds 39 boxes of Bruce Dawe’s literary and 
personal papers.
Professor Kenneth Goodwin of the UQ 
School of English, Media Studies and Art 
History gave the official launch speech at an 
event enlivened by the presence of the fami-
lies of both the biographer and poet, as well 
as a large oil portrait of Bruce Dawe himself 
used on the book’s cover and brought for 
display by the artist.
Dr Steggall spoke about the difficulties of 
writing a biography on a living subject, and 
of writing biography in general.
Bruce Dawe read several of his poems to an 
appreciative audience.
Stephen Matthews, Publisher, Ginninderra 
Press, gave the vote of thanks and pre-
sented Fryer Library with a copy of the book 
signed by both author and subject.
Audience members queued patiently to 
buy the book and to have Stephany and 
Bruce sign their copies. All in all it was a 
most enjoyable occasion!
14 september: tom keneally
Crowds packed UQ’s IMB Auditorium to hear Thomas Keneally, author of the 
Booker Prize-winning novel Schindler’s ark, 
deliver a free public lecture on the topic 
‘Under the Gun: Writing in Australia’. 
Two days before, Keneally had appeared 
at the Brisbane Writers Festival in a panel 
discussion with writers Paul Kelly and Tim 
Soutphommasane, chaired by University Li-
brarian Keith Webster. This was sponsored 
by The University of Queensland Library. He 
also delivered the closing address for the 
festival.
His visit to UQ was an exciting opportunity 
for staff, students and the wider community 
to hear one of the nation’s most acclaimed 
authors. 
Keneally was introduced by the Honourable 
Ian Callinan QC AC, Patron of the Friends 
of Fryer, UQ alumnus, former Justice of the 
High Court, and himself an author of novels, 
plays, and short stories. 
Keneally’s passion for history, for people, 
and for writing was evident as he talked 
about his recent books, The people’s train 
and Australians: origins to Eureka. 
In The people’s train, the central character 
was based on escaped Russian prisoner 
Artem Sergeiev, who lived in Brisbane for 
some years in the early part of the twenti-
eth century. Keneally had read Sergeiev’s 
story in an article by Tom Poole and Eric 
Fried, ‘Artem: a Bolshevik in Brisbane’ in 
the Australian Journal of Politics and History 
(vol. 31, no. 2, 1985). He had also made 
extensive use of the related research mate-
rial in the Poole-Fried manuscript collection 
in Fryer Library. 
Keneally spoke too about proposed 
changes to Australian copyright provi-
sions and potential implications for the 
local publishing industry and book prices. 
The Productivity Commission has recom-
mended an end to copyright laws that block 
the parallel importation of books published 
locally. Keneally believes that the proposed 
changes would have a dire impact on the 
local publishing industry and he questioned 
the magnitude of any reduction in book 
prices that advocates of deregulation use to 
argue their case. He went on to recommend 
that the cost of textbooks for high school 
and university students be subsidised. 
Keneally delighted the audience by taking 
questions and staying on to sign copies 
of his books. He then visited the Library, 
which contains a significant body of his work 
including several of his early manuscripts, 
where he signed books and viewed selected 
items from the Fryer Library collection (pic-
tured at left [in yellow] with from left, Ian Call-
inan QC AC and Keith Webster, University 
Librarian and Director of Learning Services). 
14 august: Dr juliet flesch and 
the australian Romance fiction 
collection in fryer library
On Friday 14 August UQ Library hosted Day Two of the inaugural conference of 
the International Association for the Study of 
Popular Romance. This newly-formed body 
gathered together scholars from around the 
globe to discuss topics such as romance 
manga (by UQ’s Dr Toni Johnson-Woods), 
Andrew Morton’s biography of Princess Di-
ana, The sheik in novel and film, Georgette 
Heyer, and attitudes of public librarians 
towards romance readers. 
Fryer Library and AustLit sponsored the 
main afternoon session of the confer-
ence, with speakers Juliet Flesch and Toni 
Johnson-Woods. 
Dr Juliet Flesch from the University of Mel-
bourne has written extensively on Australian 
romance fiction, and was the source of the 
more than 1500 novels in the Australian 
Romance Fiction Collection in Fryer Library. 
She spoke about these books, the collec-
tion in Fryer Library, and the attitudes of oth-
er Australian libraries in building up romance 
fiction collections.
Toni Johnson-Woods then spoke about 
AustLit’s role in indexing this fiction, show-
ing examples of AustLit records as well as 
a slideshow of book covers from the Fryer 
collection. 
The conference session included a display 
of some of the Fryer books (pictured above), 
and was followed by a delicious Devonshire 
tea.  
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jani haenke
Fryer staff were also saddened to hear of the recent death 
of Jani Haenke. Jani had a number of connections with 
Fryer Library. As well as being a long-standing Friend of 
Fryer, she was the daughter of author Helen Haenke and 
grand-daughter of architect Martin William Haenke, both 
of whom were the source of significant material in Fryer 
Library.
Janice Helen (Jani) Haenke (pictured bottom left) was born 
on 19 June 1940. She grew up at ‘Rockton’, a nineteenth 
century villa in Ipswich which is listed in the Queensland 
Heritage Register. A wing of this house is described in the 
register as the oldest surviving building in Ipswich. The 
house was famous for its extensive garden, which Jani 
and her sister Angela wrote about in an article in Austral-
ian Garden History (vol.16, no. 5, 2005). ‘Rockton’ was also 
the scene of recitals, concerts and play readings, organ-
ised by Jani’s mother Helen.
Jani lived in Sydney, London and Canberra before set-
tling in Brisbane in the 1980s. She was an ardent lobbyist 
for the conservation movement, and a supporter of the 
Australian Conservation Foundation, Australian Rainfor-
est Conservation Society, Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland, and the Reef Preservation Society.  
She was also a founding member of the Friends of Strad-
broke Island. This group was founded in the late 1980s 
to oppose the redevelopment of a popular cabin resort 
at Cylinder Beach, and has continued in its efforts ‘to 
maintain the unique characteristics of Stradbroke Island’. 
After years as a secretary and committee member of this 
group, Jani was voted to life membership in 1999. Her 
colleagues wrote that she had ‘made a vital contribution to 
preserving the character and environment of Stradbroke 
Island’ (Newsletter. Friends of Stradbroke Island no. 30, 
April 1999, p. 2) 
Fryer Library holds manuscript material from two mem-
bers of the Haenke family. The first is prominent Ipswich 
architect Martin William Haenke (1875-1952). An early 
proponent of the Californian bungalow style in Queens-
land, Haenke was also successful as a building surveyor, 
colliery proprietor and industrial chemist. Fryer Library 
holds fifteen boxes of records from Martin William Haenke, 
as well as about 280 architectural drawings. Many of the 
Haenke drawings are exquisitely hand coloured. One of 
them (‘Plans for New Farm residence, 1922’) was recently 
used in Fryer Library’s online exhibition,   
‘Brisbane between the Wars’     
(www.library.uq.edu.au/fryer/brisbane_btw/ ).
The works of Jani’s mother Helen Haenke are also well-
represented in the Fryer Library collection. Helen Haenke 
was a poet and playwright, and several of her playscripts 
are held in the Hanger Collection of Australian Playscripts 
in Fryer. The Library also holds two volumes of poetry 
by her, The good company (Hawthorn, Melbourne, 1977) 
and Prophets and honour: poems (Hawthorn, Melbourne, 
1979).
Fryer Library received the      
sad news of the death of     
Barbara Stellmach (pictured     
above) in August this year.     
Barbara was a long-standing     
supporter of Fryer Library,     
which holds many of her     
works. 
She was the author of some 20 plays for theatre, radio and 
television, and was described by Rod Lumer in the Com-
panion to theatre in Australia (ed. Philip Parsons; Currency 
Press, Paddington, NSW, in association with Cambridge 
University Press, 1995, p. 557) as ‘perhaps the most per-
formed playwright in Australian amateur theatre’.  
Reviewing her book 4 Australian plays, published in 1973 by 
University of Queensland Press, David Rowbotham wrote, 
‘She is, in her own way, remarkable. She is not only a play-
wright, she is a writer in that particular style which is both 
literary and dramatic’ (Fryer Library, Barbara Stellmach, 
Newspaper clippings concerning Barbara Stellmach and 
the Villanova Players, 1964-1979, F2213, p. 14, undated The 
Courier-Mail clipping). 
Barbara was an actor and writer for Villanova Players in 
Brisbane for many years from the mid 1950s. In 1971 she 
directed the National Iona Passion Play, and in 1973 she 
founded Playlab, the Queensland Playwrights Laboratory. 
She was its president until 1977. Her awards included a 
Cronulla Arts Theatre Playwriting Competition (1969) prize 
for Hang your clothes on yonder bush, and one from the 
Society of Women Writers (1976) for From the fourteenth 
floor you can see the Harbour Bridge.
Several playscripts by Barbara Stellmach are held by Fryer 
Library in the Hanger Collection of Australian Playscripts. 
The Library also holds a book of poetry by her, Between 
the leaves (Boolarong Publications, Mt Gravatt, Queens-
land, with B Stellmach, 1991), as well as a scrapbook of 
newspaper clippings about her and the Villanova Players.
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Christmas function:                 
3 December
Friends of Fryer held its annual          Christmas get-together at the UQ Art 
Museum, St Lucia. 
Guest speaker and Director of UQ Art Mu-
seum, Mr Nick Mitzevich (pictured below) 
gave a lecture and conducted a tour of the 
Self-Portraits Prize Exhibition. Featuring a 
selection of invited artists working across 
media, this biennial exhibition focuses on a 
unique aspect of portraiture. 
As can be seen here, a festive time was had 
by all.
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‘a sigNifiCaNt woMaN       
of hER tiME’
Daphne Mayo (1895-1982), Queensland sculptor, 
will soon be featured in an extensive on-line   
exhibition acknowledging her tremendous sculptur-
al output and enduring commitment to Queensland 
art throughout the twentieth century. See: www.
library.uq.edu.au/fryer/treasures/index.html  
